
DESOTO HIGH SCHOOL 
600 Eagle Drive 

DeSoto, Texas 75115 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

DUAL CREDIT ENGLISH 4 / ENGLISH 2327 AMERICAN LITERATURE I 
FALL 2017 

Instructor                                 Dondi Ratliff     
Phone                                                    972-230-0726, ext. 1306 

E-mail     dondi.ratliff@desotoisd.org 

Office Hours     7th Period B-Day  
    3:00 – 4:00 p.m. M-F 

Room Number  1306 
Course Number  Engl 2327 
Section Number  varies 
Class Meeting Time  A Day: 3rd Period / B Day: 8th Period 
Credit Hours  Three (3) 

Course Prerequisites: 
English 1301, 1302 and have met Texas Success Initiatives (TSI) standards in writing and 
reading.  

Required Materials: 
The Norton Anthology of American Literature.   Shorter Eighth Edition.  Nina Baym, 
General Editor.  

 New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2013.  

RESOURCES:   All Dual Credit / CMP / ECHS students are able to use Cedar Valley 
College resources on-campus when needed.  
                  
Student Resources Center – A 206 
Tutoring Center -                 C-206 
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Description: 
 ENGLISH 2327 - AMERICAN LITERATURE I 
This is a Texas Common Course Number 

3 CREDIT HOURS 
Prerequisite: English 1302. This course includes significant works of American writers from 
the Colonial through the Romantic Period.  (3 lec.) 
       

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes: 

INTELLECTUAL COMPETENCIES: 

1. READING: the ability to analyze and interpret a variety of printed materials – books, 
documents, and articles—above 12th grade level 

2. WRITING: the ability to produce clear, correct and coherent prose adapted to prose, 
occasion and audience—above 12th grade level 

3. SPEAKING: the ability to communicate orally in clear, coherent, and persuasive language 
appropriate to purpose, occasion and audience   

4. LISTENING: analyze and interpret various forms of spoken communication, possess 
sufficient literacy skills of writing, reading—above 12th grade level 

5. CRITICAL THINKING: think and analyze at a critical level 

6. COMPUTER LITERACY: understand our technological society, use computer based 
technology in acquiring information. 

EXEMPLARY COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1. To demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities. 

2. To understand those works as expressions of individual and human values within an 
historical and social context. 

3. To respond critically to works in the arts and humanities. 

4. To articulate an informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities. 
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5. To develop an appreciation for the aesthetic principles that guide or govern the humanities 
and arts. 

6. To demonstrate knowledge of the influence of literature, philosophy, and/or the arts on 
intercultural experiences. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: Upon successful completion of this course, the 
student will be able to: 

• Demonstrate a recognition of the cultural and historical significance of various genres; 
• Critically analyze literary works in various genres; 
• Read closely in order to explicate the literal and figurative meaning of texts; 
• Identify larger themes, structures, and patterns of a literary work as a whole; and 
• Apply writing skills learned in college composition classes to write critically about 

literature. 

GOALS OF THE AMERICAN LITERATURE CURRICULUM:  
(From the perspective of the professor) 

1. To promote the study of diversity and its acceptance in an increasingly multicultural 
environment 

2. To emphasize the interrelation of the many cultures that exist within the United States  

3. To expose students to a variety of voices and perspectives in American Literature 

4. To demonstrate that beliefs and attitudes, as reflected in literature, are shaped by factors 
such as race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, class, religion, and age.  

 EVALUATION: 

GRADE CALCULATIONS                     GRADE 
  900-1000  points                      A 

800-899  points                   B 
700-799  points                      C 

                600 699  points                     D 
          599 and Below                        F 
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Evaluation Procedures 

1. 60 points—Attendance (2 points for each day you are present and ON TIME.)  
              (1 point if you are tardy—up to 10 minutes late only.) 
  (0 points if you are more than 10 minutes late or leave early.) 

2. 140 points—Quizzes/Daily work/ In-class group work, etc. Note:  Quizzes may 
not be made up without prior approval.   

                3. 200 points –Poetry Project 
                4. 100 points –Major paper   
                5. 100 points – Midterm Exam Part I 
  6. 100 points—Midterm Exam Part II 

7. 300 points – Group Presentation (counts as a presentation grade as well as a 
major test grade)  Therefore, the points you earn will be doubled.  

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES: 
Note:  Evaluation of performance in this course is based on points earned in a number of 
specific assignments and examinations as noted in the EVALUATION section of the 
syllabus.   

1.  A major evaluation criterion for each written assignment is the quality of written work.   
Content will be satisfactory if it is consistent with the text, research notes, lecture/classroom 
discussion notes, and/or handouts and is clear and logical. Sentence structure and grammar 
will be appropriate if consistent with standard English handbooks. 

2.  When given a specific prompt, the student will write an assignment on a specific literary 
work.  Performance will be satisfactory if the response is consistent with the text and class 
discussions and is written in clear, logical, and grammatically appropriate language.  The 
student will be permitted to use resources.  

3.  The student will make oral presentations before the class.   Both information and 
presentation are evaluated.  Performance will be satisfactory if the presentation is clear, 
logical, and informative, according to standards set forth on an evaluation sheet provided by 
the instructor. The student will be permitted to use resources.    

4.  The student will collaborate with a small group of classmates to prepare and present an 
oral report.   Performance will be satisfactory if all team members participate in the research 
for, preparation of, and presentation of a report that meets established criteria.   The students 
will be permitted to use notes.   

5. The student will complete a required library paper according to specific directives.  
Performance will be satisfactory if the report exhibits evidence of sound research, 
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appropriate use of material form secondary sources, clear and logical discussions, and 
adherence to MLA format. 

SKILLS FOR LIVING                                              

The study of literature will 
-enhance your personal life 
-improve your ability to live happily with others 
-improve your ability to live in changing environments 
-enable you to become a better member of the community 
-enable you to become a lifelong learner 

STANDARDS AND GRADING:  Grades on written work will range from A to F.  They are 
based on content as well as form.  The following criteria will serve as qualitative standards: 

A   States and develops its central idea with originality. Its ideas are clear, logical, and thought-
provoking; it contains all the positive qualities of good writing listed below: 

 1. substance; meaningful, not hackneyed, ideas 
 2. concentration on a main purpose with adequate development and firm support 
 3. careful construction and organization of sentences and paragraphs 
 4. careful choice of effective words and phrases 
 5. freedom from flagrant errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 

B   Clearly, logically, and adequately states its central purpose.  Its ideas are clear because it 
contains some of the positive qualities of good writing.  It is comparatively free of errors in 
the use of English.  Although the B paper indicates competence, it lacks the originality of 
thought and style which characterizes the A paper. 

C   An average paper.  It has a central idea organized clearly enough to convey its purpose to the 
reader.  It avoids serious errors in the use of English.  It may, in fact, have few correction 
marks on it, but it lacks the vigor of thought and expression which would entitle it to an 
above-average rating. 

D   Indicates below-average achievement in expressing ideas correctly and effectively.  Most D 
papers contain serious errors in the use of English and fail to present a central idea or to 
develop it adequately.  With more careful proofreading and fuller development, many D 
essays might be worth at least a C rating.  

F   Indicates failure to state and develop a main idea.  It may also indicate failure to avoid serious 
errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure.  The following are 
weaknesses which characterize F caliber writing: 

 1.  inadequate statement or development of main idea 
 2.  sentence problems (syntax and semantics) 
 3.  agreement errors: verb and pronoun 
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 4.  verb tense errors 
 5.  spelling errors on final drafts prepared out of class. 
 6.  making more than 2 major grammar errors does not demonstrate an adequate 

understanding of writing and grammar and does not earn a passing grade 

Exams and Assignments: 

Exams dates and special assignments are noted in the course outline. 

Institutional Policies: 

Withdrawal Policy (with drop date): 
If you are unable to complete this course, it is your responsibility to withdraw formally. The 
withdrawal request must be received in the Registrar’s Office by Thursday, NOVEMBER 9, 
2017 .  Failure to do so will result in your receiving a performance grade, usually an "F."   

If you drop a class or withdraw from the college before the official drop/withdrawal deadline, 
you will receive a "W" (Withdraw) in each class dropped. 
 
Repeating This Course: 
Effective for Fall Semester 2005, the Dallas County Community Colleges will charge additional 
tuition to students registering the third or subsequent time for a course. This class  may not be 
repeated for the third or subsequent time without paying the additional tuition. Third attempts 
include courses taken at any of the Dallas County Community Colleges since the Fall 2002 
semester. More information is available at: https://www1.dcccd.edu/cat0506/ss/oep/
third_attempt.cfm  . 
 
Financial Aid: 
If you are receiving financial aid grants or loans, you must begin attendance in all classes. Do not 
drop or stop attending any class without consulting the Financial Aid Office. Changes in your 
enrollment level and failing grades may require that you repay financial aid funds.  Students who 
fail to attend or participate after the drop date are also subject to this policy. 
 
 
The Texas Success Initiative (TSI) 
The Texas Success Initiative (TSI) is a statewide program designed to ensure that students 
enrolled in Texas public colleges and universities have the basic academic skills needed to be 
successful in college-level course work. The TSI requires assessment, remediation (if necessary), 
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and advising of students who attend a public college or university in the state of Texas. The 
program assesses a student's basic academic skills in reading, writing, and math. Passing the 
assessment is a prerequisite for enrollment in many college level classes. Students who do not 
meet assessment standards may complete prerequisite requirements by taking developmental 
courses in the deficient area and passing them with a grade of C or higher. Additional 
information is available at https://www1.dcccd.edu/cat0506/admiss/tsi_requirements.cfm  
 
Academic Honesty: 
Academic honesty is expected, and integrity is valued in the Dallas County Community 
Colleges. Scholastic dishonesty is a violation of the Code of Student Conduct. Scholastic 
dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.  
As a college student, you are considered a responsible adult. Your enrollment indicates 
acceptance of the DCCCD Code of Student Conduct published in the DCCCD Catalog. More 
information is available at https://www1.dcccd.edu/cat0406/ss/code.cfm . 
 
ADA Statement: 
If you are a student with a disability and/or special needs who requires accommodations, please 
contact the college Disability Services Office. 
 
Religious Holidays: 
Absences for observance of a religious holy day are excused. A student whose absence is 
excused to observe a religious holy day is allowed to take a make-up examination or complete an 
assignment within a reasonable time after the absence. 
 
Disclaimer Reserving Right to Change Syllabus: 
The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus as necessary.  

Classroom Policies: 
                                            

       1.  The following is the attendance policy for this course: 

You must attend class regularly in order to participate in class discussions, take lecture notes, 
participate in collaborative activities, and take quizzes and examinations.  Class attendance is 
your responsibility. You should consult with me when it is necessary for you to be absent from 
class.  Quizzes may not be made up without prior approval.   
      

2.   Please arrive BEFORE the beginning of class.  Students who arrive late disturb the 
class. 

3.   Please observe the cell phone policy. 
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4.   Please read assignments BEFORE attending class when assigned. 

5.  You are expected to participate in class discussions of the literature. 

6.  You are expected to meet your obligations for group work.  Students who do not do 
the research and participate in the planning will not receive credit for the group work. 

7.  Please keep a record of your points (grades). 
      
     8. Presentation of Work: 
           
      Type the major paper, handouts for reports and presentations, and assignments written 
outside of class.  Essay examinations will be written at the computer in a lab if it is available. 
Otherwise, they will be hand written.  
      Only use loose leaf notebook paper. No spiral paper or paper with frayed/cut edges will be 
accepted. 
      Use blue or black ink and write on only one side of the paper for quizzes written in class. 
     
     9. Make-up Examination Procedure 

With appropriate documentation, you may make arrangements with me to make-up major 
examinations. 

SPECIAL APPROACH: 

In this class, we will use the Collaborative Learning approach. The purpose is to increase student 
involvement and success rate. 

  The instructor’s decision is based on the following beliefs:  
    
 l. Student involvement in class improves chances of success.  

 2. Students’ “prior knowledge,” when tapped, aids in the understanding of literary works. 
  
 3. Concepts addressed in various literary works are easily understood when placed in context. 

 4.  When used skillfully, library resources provide valuable insight into literary works. 

 5.  Students have the ability to teach other students. 

 6.  Group work provides opportunities for sharing knowledge and insight.   
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